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| Abstract |
Moshu: Ink Inscriptions on the Walls of the
Song-Jin Tombs and Their Visual Significance

Ji, Minkyung *

Ink inscriptions on ancient Chinese tomb murals serve many functions: as explanatory
text for ease in interpreting mural images, as hidden instructions to mural painters, and
as a textual record of the identity and achievements of the deceased, Previous studies
have mainly focused on their role as textual records, and therefore have recognized ink
inscriptions as an important source of historical information, similar to other textual
records found in tombs such as epitaphs. In this light, however, ink inscriptions in tomb
murals have not been fully studied beyond this function, and their unique formats and
other roles have not been highlighted. In fact, ink inscriptions in tombs are clearly
differentiated from other textual records found in tombs, particularly in terms of the
variety of content: they portray not only the deceased’s, but also various people’s lives,
including tomb owners (the descendants of the deceased), and tomb builders (artisans).

Focusing on the unique formats and functions of ink inscriptions in tomb murals, this
paper discusses their significance in a broad context, In particular, this paper examines
ink inscriptions of the Song-Jin tomb murals that show a wide variety of formats and
contents, During the Northern Song period, ink inscriptions re-appeared in tomb murals
after almost disappearing around the end of the Northern and Southern dynasties, This
was mainly due to the mass production of mural tombs, which further stems from the
changes that occurred to tomb owners in their social and economic status. By analyzing
these changes, this paper shows how tomb owners influenced the formation of the
formats and contents of ink inscriptions. Furthermore, based on the fact that ink
inscriptions always appear together with mural paintings, this paper argues that ink
inscriptions should be considered part of the tomb mural itself; more specifically, as an
authoritative image symbolizing the use of letters, the power of knowledge, and high
social status, In conclusion, ink inscriptions are used in murals as a means of visualizing
the desire of tomb owners for the wealth and prosperity of their family along with other

symbolic images.

=5 5 2016, 11, 28 =% AAkEd 2017, 01, 13 AASEAHA @ 2017, 01, 13

* Assistant Professor, Hongik university
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